Multiple Sires

A breeder once told me that even
though there were two males in a pen
with one of hisfemales, he could dis-
tinguish which was the sire just by
looking at the pups. If faced with the
possibility of two sires, what would
you do? Could you tell which one
was the sire?

WEell, this year, something simi-
lar happened to us. Our female came
into heat early, and we hadn’t yet re-
moved her from the pen. We antici-
pated that she might be pregnant, but
hoped that she wouldn’t be. At least
if she was pregnant, we were pretty

sure which male would be the father
since we had seen Ash, the Alpha
male, tied with Mia.

From what we had observed,
Maverick, the beta male, had shown
no interest in Mia, and he also
seemed to be sufficiently cowed by
the alpha. Although there was a
chance that Maverick could have
bred Mia, all indications pointed to
Ash.

However, nothing about this
litter was to be as expected. The es-
trus was early, which iswhy Mia
was till in the pen with two males
to begin with. The litter was unex-
pected; we had intended on breed-
ing Mia, but with the birth of our
daughter this year, we did not want
to breed Mia until next year, at the
earliest. But it was the pups, them-
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selves, that presented us with the ulti-
mate surprise.

In the past, | would roll my eyes
whenever | heard someone say they
had an “accidental” litter. | couldn’t
help but think, “You have afemalein
heat...it'sin with amale. Ok, where's
the ‘accident’?” But my thoughts
have become a little more “generous’

or “understanding” because of what
happened to us this year.

Let me explain. Our animals nor-
mally breed during mid-February, so
we separate the males and females
during the last weekend of Janu-
ary. This has worked for many
years with no mishaps. However,
this year, on January 16, acommo-
tion led me to the front kennel




